OUR VISION
Discover the strength within

A PLACE TO RECLAIM LIFE
•

The statistics are startling. An addiction crisis is upon us. Overdoses rob far too many
young lives. And as more teens struggle with substance use disorder than ever before,
according to a recent national study, they report that drugs are kept, used or sold in at
least six out of every 10 high schools.

•

For a teen emerging from treatment, these statistics pose a frightening hazard. Despite
having a new world view, they’re stepping back into the old world where the raw reality
of relapse becomes an ever-present concern. Some of the most common reasons for
relapse include: physical proximity to substances, ease of purchase, being in social
settings (such as high school parties, where substances are used or available), social
isolation or boredom, difficulty coping with stress, family conflict, and overconfidence
that sobriety will easily continue after recovery.

•

Students face a higher likelihood of relapse after recovery if they return to an environment
where the addiction occurred or if they lack the appropriate supports to sustain recovery.

•

Building from Great Circle’s core mission of behavioral health expertise for children and
families, Great Circle Academy offes academic and therapeutic excellence for teens in
recovery from substance addiction. It’s a fresh alternative where the right type and level
of support is always available to help every student avoid relapse.

A VITAL NEW COMMUNITY
•

As a private, co-ed, sober high school, Great Circle Academy is believed to be the first of
its kind in Missouri, and one of only a handful in the nation.

•

The Academy is a much-needed option for students and families, who are looking for
a welcoming, secure environment to learn, discover new strengths and support one
another after treatment.

•

Teens from all walks of life who are in recovery will find a fresh intersection of academics,
friends and positive influence created specifically for those wanting to revamp their
future, and for their families who are sharing that journey. It’s a community where
staff openly welcomes you as you are and where you are, and where every success is
celebrated.

•

As a full-service behavioral health agency, all Great Circle programs and services are
built on a treatment philosophy of family strength. Our passion is helping every family
discover its own strengths. Our highly trained and certified staff is adept in using
approaches to help the whole family while also treating a client or student’s specific
behavioral health needs.

FOCUS ON STUDENTS AND PARENTS
•

The world after treatment brings the need to make many decisions as family. The
decision to attend Great Circle Academy belongs exclusively to the student and his/
her family. In return, we simply ask for full engagement. Our holistic approach requires
that both the student and family commit to program stipulations, such as individual and
family therapy, routine substance testing for the student, and the opportunity to enjoy
activities outside of school hours in a sober environment.

•

We fully understand that relapse can be a part of the recovery process. We don’t
approach relapse punitively. Should relapse occur, we work with students to strengthen
their prevention plan and continue our support of their ongoing recovery.

•

At Great Circle Academy, students, his/her parents and our staff work together as a
team in order to do what’s best for the student’s individual recovery journey. Students
are welcome to attend for as long as they feel we’re meeting their needs.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
•

Joining the Great Circle School on our Webster Groves campus, which holds private
school accreditation through the Independent Schools Association of the Central
States (ISACS), Great Circle Academy has full-time, fully credentialed academic and
therapeutic staff.

•

Students have an opportunity to attend co-ed high school in a safe, supportive, sober
environment during one of the most memorable and important times of their lives.

•

A key component to our unique approach is the positive community atmosphere that
we create in the school. We believe it’s important for our students to feel a sense of
pride and belonging while attending.

•

We want students to have a positive high school experience that features the right mix
of creative and steady support, as well as after-school programs and fun weekend
activities. Plus, we offer community self-help groups (such as 12-step groups), which
are open to the community, and based on a philosophy that building a sober support
system is vital to long-term success.
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THERAPEUTIC APPROACH
•

All teachers at Great Circle Academy are trained on substance use disorders.
Going further, therapists and a recovery coach are available during school hours
to work with students on sobriety and other behavioral health issues they feel
the need to address. That includes life in general.

•

At Great Circle, family is at the heart of everything we do. Families are encouraged
to participate in family therapy. And parents are always encouraged to contact
our school staff as often as they wish – they’re part of the whole team working
together for the student’s success.

•

In addition to strong academic and therapeutic experiences, we also support
any co-occurring behavioral health issues facing our students. Every student
has access to a therapist while at school, and every family has access to a
therapist through our Community Counseling Center. And, should needs arise,
we can refer students to other therapeutic services.

FINANCIALLY ACCESSIBLE
•

Supporting families is the very heart of Great Circle’s mission, and we understand
that the road to recovery can be costly in more ways than one. Knowing that
every family’s financial circumstances are unique, we strive to provide tuition
assistance.

•

Thanks to the generosity of the St. Louis community, Great Circle Academy
now offers both full and partial scholarships! Contact the admissions team at
(314) 301-4617 to learn more.

•

We welcome community partners who would like to support students’
education and recovery journey. For more information on how you can
help, please contact our advancement team toll free at (844) 424-1500 or
advancement@greatcircle.org.
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