FREQUENTLY
ASKED
QUESTIONS

Discover the strength within

WHAT IS GREAT CIRCLE ACADEMY?
Great Circle Academy is a high school for students in recovery from substance addiction. We offer a positive
environment to help every student avoid relapse. Currently, studies show students face a high likelihood of relapse
if returning to the same school environment where the addiction occurred or if they lack the appropriate supports
after treatment that nurture recovery.
The goal of the Academy is to provide strong academics, therapeutic excellence and supportive relationships in a
safe, sober environment to help students at one of the most critical junctures in recovery.

IS A SUBSTANCE USE RECOVERY HIGH SCHOOL REALLY NEEDED?
Of the 419,000 Missourians who struggle with a substance use disorder, an estimated 17,000 are between the ages
of 12 and 17 (SAMHSA, 2015). More than 2,760 people in the bi-state region have died from heroin overdoses (St.
Louis County Office of the Medical Examiner and the NCADA). And in a recent national study, students reported
that six out of every 10 high schools and one out of every three middle schools are considered “drug-infected” –
meaning drugs are kept, used or sold on the school grounds.

WHAT ARE THE PRIMARY FACTORS FOR RELAPSE?
Many factors contribute to relapse. Some of the more common factors are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Physical proximity to substances, particularly with ease of purchase
Being around social settings, such as high school parties, where substances are used or available
Family conflict
Social isolation or boredom
Difficulty coping with stress
Feeling overconfident that sobriety will easily continue after personal recovery

Great Circle Academy provides the support and skills to address the potential reasons for relapse.

WHAT MAKES THE ACADEMY DIFFERENT FOR A STUDENT IN RECOVERY?
As a private, co-ed, sober high school, Great Circle Academy is believed to be the first of its kind in Missouri, and
one of only a handful in the nation. Our approach varies greatly from other recovery education programs that
focus on computer-based, individual learning, which are largely void of the positive community atmosphere and
experiences found in our high school.
Joining the Great Circle School on our Webster Groves campus, which holds private school accreditation through
the Independent Schools Association of the Central States (ISACS), the Academy has full-time, fully credentialed
academic and therapeutic staff.
In addition to its commitment to academic and therapeutic excellence, Great Circle practices trauma-informed
care. We build individual treatment plans that help individuals address the impact of trauma on their lives, their
ability to function and their success goals. Every student attending the Academy will receive a trauma assessment
upon admission.

WILL STUDENTS WHO GRADUATE FROM GREAT CIRCLE ACADEMY RECEIVE
A DIPLOMA THAT WILL BE RECOGNIZED BY COLLEGES OR TRADE SCHOOLS?
Yes.

HOW DOES A STUDENT DECIDE IF HE/SHE WANTS TO ATTEND GREAT
CIRCLE ACADEMY?
This is completely at the student’s discretion, in conjunction with his/her family. Great Circle Academy is a muchneeded option for families who want a welcoming, secure environment for their student to learn and be supported
in recovery.

ARE THERE ANY SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS ONCE A STUDENT IS ENROLLED?
Our holistic approach requires the student and family to commit to individual and family therapy, and urine drug
testing for the student.

WHAT MAKES YOUR STAFF QUALIFIED TO WORK WITH A TEEN IN RECOVERY?
All teachers are trained on substance use disorders. Plus, therapists and a recovery coach are available during
school hours to work with the students on sobriety and other behavioral health issues they feel the need to
address, including life in general.
Great Circle’s programs are built on a philosophy of family strength. We’re adept in approaches that help the whole
family while also treating a client or student’s specific behavioral health needs. Families of students attending
Great Circle Academy are expected to participate in family therapy. And, parents are encouraged to contact school
staff as often as they wish because they’re an important part of a whole team working for the student’s success.

WILL STUDENTS BE DRUG AND SUBSTANCE TESTED? IF SO, HOW OFTEN?
Urine drug testing (UDT) and substance testing will be conducted on a weekly and random basis. Results will be
discussed with the student and his/her family.

WHAT HAPPENS IF A STUDENT RELAPSES?
Relapse can be a part of the recovery process. Great Circle doesn’t approach relapse punitively. As necessary,
we work with students to strengthen their relapse prevention plan and support them in their ongoing recovery.

WHAT IS THE MINIMUM ENROLLMENT PERIOD?
There’s no minimum enrollment period. The length of enrollment is a joint decision by the student, his/her parents
and the Great Circle Academy staff. Students are welcome to attend for as long as they feel the school is meeting
their needs.

WHAT IS THE SCHOOL TUITION?
Supporting families is the very heart of Great Circle’s mission, and we understand that the road to recovery can
be costly in more ways than one. Knowing that every family’s financial circumstances are unique, we strive to
help. Thanks to the generosity of the St. Louis community, Great Circle Academy now offers both full and partial
scholarships! For more information, please contact our school admissions department at (314) 301-4617 or
GreatEducation@greatcircle.org.
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